The Creature Walks Among Us Profile
The Creature (AKA “the Gillman”) is
the title character in the classic horror
film from Universal Studios, Creature
from the Black Lagoon (1954), and its
two less -beloved sequels, Revenge of
the Creature (1955) and The Creature
Walks Among Us (1956).

Among most fans, the Creature, as he
appeared in the third film, is the “redheaded step-child” of the series. Too
much of the action in The Creature
Walks Among Us involves the Gillman
out of the water after fire damaged his
gills and, therefore, his ability to live
underwater. Still, the Gillman remains
one of the most popular monsters from
horror films of the 1950s.

Unfortunately, the only real horror in
The Creature Walks Among Us is that
the film’s producers took him out of the
water, made him a plodding, massive,
land mammal, penned him up like
cattle, forced him to wear a shirt and
trousers.

As Marlon Brando’s character said in
Apocalypse Now, “The horror!!!”

The Gillman’s distinctive look was designed by
Millicent Patrick whose work on the creature has
gone virtually un-credited and unappreciated in
the decades since.
She worked in the studio make-up department and
these photos show why she was nick-named “The
Beauty Who Lives with the Beasts”. She not only
designed the Creature but also created the masks
used in Abbott and Costello Meet Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde (1953).

The popularity of Creature from the Black Lagoon led to
two sequels and numerous cameo appearances. In a rarely
seen and barely remembered appearance on The Colgate
Comedy Hour in 1954, Bud Abbott and Lou Costello meet
the Gillman (played by Ben Chapman) and Frankenstein’s
Monster (played by Glen Strange). This was the Gillman’s
first public appearance.

Click here to see the Abbott & Costello clip.

In a more familiar cameo, the Gillman
appeared as Herman’s “Uncle Gilbert”
in the 1965 television episode of The
Munsters, entitled “Love Comes to
Mockingbird Heights”.

Click here for Uncle Gilbert clip.

The 1950s Gillman films also inspired the appearance of an
updated version of the Gillman in the 1987 film, The Monster
Squad, in which he was teamed with Dracula, the Wolf Man,
the Mummy, and Frankenstein’s Monster. And, just as he did
in each of those schlocky classic films of the 1950s, the Gillman
dies at the end.
Click here f or the Monster Squad Gillman death scene clip.

While monster fans, especially babybooming Creature from the Black Lagoon
fans, have waited patiently for a
Universal Studios remake featuring
everyone’s favorite Devonian-age
amphibian, Universal has teased us
(insulted us?) with Creature from the
Black Lagoon: The Musical at Universal
Studios Theme Park in Orlando, Florida.
“The horror,” Brando said. “The horror!”
Click here for a truly frightening film clip.
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