Introduction by George Stephenson

“It is absolutely necessary, for the peace and safety of mankind,
that some of Earth’s dark, dead corners and unplumbed depths be
let alone; lest sleeping abnormalities wake to resurgent life, and
blasphemously surviving nightmares squirm and splash out of their
black lairs to newer and wider conquests.” H.P. Lovecraft

H.P. Lovecraft is one of our favorite authors of “weird fiction”. His stories
frequently taught us that we are blissfully ignorant of the horrors and terrors
around us, unknown and unseen creatures and forces that are best left
unknown and unseen. Many of his characters find themselves terrorized
when the veil of blissful ignorance is lifted and they learn of the horror that
Lovecraft has known all along.
H.P. Lovecraft’s writings reveal a man deeply affected by an intense dislike of
immigrants, people of different nationalities, and people of color. To say he
was xenophobic is an understatement. He was a man terrorized by his
personal prejudices about immigrants and other people of color, people of
different nationalities about which he had little understanding and for whom
he had little, if any, empathy. Money was also a significant concern for the
author and poverty was never far from Lovecraft during his adulthood. He
suffered from the effects of malnutrition and his lifestyle barely exceeded
poverty even when he was most prolific in his writing.

Lovecraft most certainly feared being afflicted by mental illness. He
admitted that he’d suffered a nervous breakdown which kept him from
earning his high school diploma. His father died in a mental institution (it is
believed that the death was the result of syphilis that went untreated until
it ravaged his brain and took his sanity). And, Lovecraft’s mother, having
suffered for years from hysteria and depression, was committed to the
same mental institution to which his father had been committed when he
died.
Black Heart’s 1:1 scale wall-hanging bust, “Lovecraft Tormented”, was
sculpted by artist Casey Love. It depicts the author and one of any number
of “demons” that troubled H.P. Lovecraft and inspired the author’s work.
Black Heart asked professional GK artist, John Allred (one of Black Heart’s
favorites), to finish the bust and to document his work in this article. John
undeniably captured in his painting of the bust what Casey Love and Black
Heart intended in the design and sculpting of the piece.
Mr. Allred’s rendition of Black Heart’s Lovecraft Tormented bust begs the question, “Who is tormenting whom?”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

When Black Heart asked me to do this article, one thing I was really excited about was being able to just paint without
any restrictions or guidelines. I'm going to skip over painting the HP head and go right to the monster, I've covered
human flesh-tones many times before so I thought it might be nice to have some fun in this article.
With something like this I looked at reference pics of reptiles,
mainly lizards. They have some of the most unique color patterns.
Many of Lovecraft's stories revolve around the sea or water and
some ancient being coming to life. So, I decided on a green-yellow
color palette for the monster. Typical yet classic. I decided to do a
Photoshop color guide just as a very basic road map.
A great thing about painting
monsters is that there is no
wrong way to do it. This is
really about having fun!
However, before I chose
my colors, I asked George (Black Heart’s owner) and Casey (the sculptor) if they
had any particular thing in mind for the look of the monster. Both said it was sort
of a combination of all the impulses that drove Lovecraft to write the way he did. So,
with that in mind, I began.
Once I established the flesh-tones and had the Lovecraft half under control, I blended the
blended the basic green-yellow skin tone with his flesh-tone. Nothing too fancy, letting up
a bit on the airbrush as I passed over the flesh-tones for a smooth transition. Then, before
I got too far, I thought it would be best to put some dark colors into all the recesses of the mouth. I used a black/purple
combination, going darker the deeper the recess.
Next, I started to lay in some of the reddish raw red colors around the eyes and side of the mouth. This will begin to give
you an idea of what kind of contrast you are creating and how deep the colors need to be for impact.

As I was playing around with the colors I decided very spontaneously to
add some sort of pattern to the side and back of the head. I was using a
brush at the time and just started making the usual patterns that you see in
nature and many reptiles.
After I had established them and their placement I came back with the
airbrush using the same dark green color and refined them a bit darkening
the middle of each shape and fading the dark green to the back of each
one.
At this point things always get a bit unconscious, LOL. I tend to just go with
my gut on what looks cool to me. I began to add more colors in between
the patterns using a brownish purple wash. It made a nice contrast to the
green patterns without getting into a red/green Xmas type coloration. Now
as I was doing that I was also aware of adding more reds and browns to the
big gash around his left eye.
It's wise to keep your colors balanced and move around the piece doing a
little to each area at the same time.
As I finished up the skin tones I was looking at the mouth and trying to
decide what to do. Casey has a real thing for teeth and there are 25 of
them staring back at me. So, I decided to make them look more like
worn tusks and darken them down quite a bit, making a nice transition
from Lovecraft's teeth into the monsters tusks.

The teeth were done with a combination of parchment and yellow
oxide. I added a wash of black over them and then some black pastels
around the bottoms. I followed that with another wash of the yellow
oxide to give them that final yellowed look.

Next up were the eyes. I tried doing a kind of human eye but
because of the round shape it just looked silly.

So, I opted for using the entire circle as an iris. After I
had the basic colors laid in, I did some reddish-brown
veining all over the irises which started to give them
an other-worldly look. As a final detail I added the
reptile-like vertical pupil and then added some odd
shapes to it to further take it out of the realm of
normalcy.
There are two tentacles coming out of Lovecraft's
head. I wanted them to stand out a bit so I did a dark
to light color transition on each of them. In the final
phase these were highly glossed for a more squeamish
effect.
Once I had all the color elements the way I wanted
them I finished up Lovecraft's clothes, keeping the
colors simple and within the same palette. The whole
bust was given various degrees of matte medium and
gloss medium to show the anguish Lovecraft was going
thru and how slimy his sub conscious could be. What a
great looking sculpture, and concept. This was fun
from start to finish and I hope I gave you some ideas to
do your own version.
Remember just have fun, try new things and keep on
painting! ‘Till next time.

