by Dave Kinney
When I hear the name H. P. Lovecraft, I can't help but feel a little shiver down my spine. Lovecraft’s short stories were populated
with wonderfully creepy and eccentric characters. The Cthulhu Mythos the created in the 30's, and shared with fellow pulp writers
like Robert E. Howard and August Derleth, opened naïve, blissfully ignorant eyes to a world that was not safe, a world visited by
ancient creatures from alien universes or from beyond our dimension, a world that saw whole villages transformed into shambling
fish men, a world in which an ancient book of spells could unleash horrors from our world’s unknown past. Paying tribute to the
great author, his works, and to the films based upon his work, is this 15 inch resin bust from Black Heart Enterprises, sculpted by
GK newcomer Mat Brouillard.

Author H.P. Lovecraft

I first saw the bust at Black Heart’s table at WonderFest in Louisville, Kentucky in 2012 and when Black
Heart’s owner, George Stephenson, approached me about doing an article about painting this piece, I felt
another shiver down my spine. George said he had always imagined the Tribute busts being done in bronze
like pieces of art rather than in full color like a garage kit. I liked that idea and was eager to do it. There
are those who think Black Heart’s tribute busts HAVE to be done in full color to do justice to all the
sculpted elements and detail. But, I ask that you also consider a faux bronze treatment. It is an effective
finish on a classy tribute to some of our most beloved horror and science fiction writers and artists.
This beautifully cast sculpture depicts H. P. in all of his macabre glory surrounded by the many denizens of
his fevered brain. Characters, locales and events swirl around the portrait of the author. The bust, sculpted
by Mat Brouillard, offers modelers a plethora of evil goodies to paint.
The model itself is cast in an off-white resin with only a slight mold line (Pic 1). Prep the model by
removing that mold line; lightly scraping with the back of an X-acto blade or light sanding does the trick.
Once the seams have been removed, the next step is to wash the model with a little soap and water to
remove any residual chemicals left from the casting process. Don't skip this step. I've seen many a modeler
lament the ruin of a perfectly good paint job because he rushed into the project without cleaning his kit.
While discussing this project with George, we decided that it would look great as a faux bronze. A great
idea and a relatively easy illusion to achieve. So, after prepping the bust for painting, the first thing I did was
to spray the bust with 2 coats of black, sandable primer. Once the primer is dry, it's time to slap on some
paint (Pic 2).

Dave Kinney and his “bronzed” Lovecraft Tribute

I chose a Rub n' Buff metallic wax to create a convincing bronze appearance. It is easily applied with a clean rag. Just apply a dab on the rag and gently rub the wax onto the surface
of the model. Make sure that this is done in a well ventilated area. I don't worry about getting it into every crack and crevice because I want to allow the primer to show through
providing my shadows. After I'm finished with this application I lightly buff the bust with a different, clean rag to rub off any excess and to even out the finish (Pic 3).
The bust already looks pretty good but I really want some of the details to really pop. I chose to highlight certain details in gold. I have to be careful at this stage not to go
overboard and make it too garish. I finally decided to use a gold leaf paint on only tentacles and horns as well as the cat's name tag. This would bring attention to these parts but
not overwhelm the other features (Pic 4).
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I added silver highlights bring out details like the violin strings, Herbert West's glasses and syringe, the panes on Miskatonic University and all the eyes of all the characters on the
body of the bust. I wanted the eyes to glow on all of his characters to enhance their other-worldliness.

Even though I’m very familiar with Lovecraft’s stories, and although this would be a bronze finish, researching the films inspired by and based on his work, and the images from
those films, serve as reference for finishing the various elelments. Pictured below are some of the characters and locales sculpted on the H.P. Lovecraft Tribute Bust.

The disfigured face of Dr. Edward Pretorius and his student, Crawford Tillinghast, in the 1986 film, From Beyond.

The insanely brilliant violinist who plays other-worldly music
to ward off the unseen creatures outside of his window in the
short story, The Music of Erich Zann.
The Great Cthulhu from the short story, The Call Of Cthulhu

An interpretation of H.P. Lovecraft’s, Pickman’s Model, a
short story about a painter inspired and consumed by the
horrors he sees through a trans-dimensional gateway
discovered in his cellar.

Joshua Winthrop’s demon/daughter from the 1988 film, H.P. Lovecraft’s The Unnamable

Miskatonic University, the fictional institution of higher learning that
H.P. Lovecraft referenced in a number of his short stories

The Gillmen from Lovecraft’s story, A Shadow Over Innsmouth

Once everything is dry it's time to add the patina. A patina is the tarnishing of the bronze that will give it an aged appearance. The tarnish is usually a bluish green and will usually
settle in the cracks and crevices of the piece. To achieve the illusion of a patina I will create a blue green pigment in acrylic and add a generous amount of gel medium and coat the
bust with the mixture. I only cover a small area at a time so I can wipe off the excess with a damp cloth. I try not to wipe off too much because I want to leave enough of the paint
to fill in the crevices. Once the patina is dry, I go over any areas that I feel are covered too much by the patina and touch up with whatever metallic finish it has covered to bring
out the greatest contrast. I seal the project with a dull coat and then brush on a coat of gloss. There you go, a resin kit that looks like it would be right at home in a museum.

Poster for the 1985 film, Re-Animator

Re-Animator before and after patina

Named after
Lovecraft's own
beloved cat,
"Nigger-man" is
the name of the
narrator’s cat in
the author’s short
story, The Rats in
the Walls.

Nigger-man before and after patina

Black mass inspired by the 1970 film, The Dunwich
Horror

I really loved working on this bust. Mat Brouillard really brought the characters and creatures of Mr. Lovecraft's imagination to life and I thank and Black Heart Models for bringing
it to us. Editor’s Note: Thanks, Dave, for making us look good.

